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Multidimensional Poverty Heterogeneity for Rural Migrant Workers:
The Case of Foshan City, Guangdong Province

QIAN Yingyan, LUO Weigiao, FANG Mingjia, WEN Hui, WANG Chengchao, XU Dan

(School of Architecture and Planning, Foshan University, Foshan 528225, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Based on survey data from 300 migrant workers in Foshan, Guangdong Province, the AF ( Alkire-Foster) method was used to
examine the multidimensional poverty characteristics of migrant workers. It explains the heterogeneity of multidimensional poverty from both
spatial and group perspectives. It is found that migrant workers living in urban villages have lower poverty incidence rates in the dimensions of
quality of life and working conditions compared to those in urban-rural junctions and suburban areas in terms of spatial heterogeneity, with
multidimensional poverty being most severe in suburban areas. In terms of group heterogeneity. physical laborers and ordinary workers with
lower skill levels have significantly higher poverty incidence rates in the dimensions of income and assets, education and skills, quality of life,
and working conditions than skilled workers and managers with higher skill levels. The poverty incidence across various dimensions decreases as
education levels increase, with migrant workers having primary school education or below experiencing the highest incidence and intensity of
multidimensional poverty. Finally, policy recommendations for governance are proposed based on these findings.

Keywords: rural migrant workers; multidimensional poverty; spatial heterogeneity; group heterogeneity
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