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Cross-Border E-commerce Comprehensive Pilot Zone and High-Quality Development of

Foreign Trade: Empirical Analysis Based on the Differences in Differences Method

SONG Liping', CHEN Xiaozhang', WANG Yiyi’
(1. School of Economics and Trade, Guangzhou Huashang College, Guangzhou 511300, China;
2. School of Finance, Guangzhou Huashang College, Guangzhou 511300, China)

Abstract: In recent years, cross-border e-commerce has developed rapidly and gradually become a new driving force and new business form for
foreign trade development. Based on the panel data of the 21 cities in Guangdong that have set up comprehensive cross-border e-commerce pilot
zones from 2005 to 2020, the impact of the establishment of comprehensive cross-border e-commerce pilot zones on Guangdong’s foreign trade
was analyzed by using the differential differential method, and the policy effect of comprehensive cross-border e-commerce pilot zones was
evaluated. The findings are as follows. The establishment of cross-border e-commerce comprehensive experimental zone significantly promotes
the development of foreign trade in Guangdong, and the policy effect is obvious. The degree of opening to the outside world, the level of
industrialization, and the upgrading of industrial structure all contribute to the significant growth of Guangdong’s foreign trade, which is an
important path to promote the high-quality development of foreign trade in the cross-border e-commerce comprehensive pilot zone. Heterogeneity
analysis shows that the comprehensive experimental area of cross-border e-commerce has a more significant policy promotion effect on the export
trade of the sample group with low foreign trade dependence, while the trade policy effect of the sample group with high foreign trade
dependence is not significant. Finally, effective countermeasures and suggestions are put forward according to the research conclusions.

Keywords: cross-border e-commerce comprehensive experimental area; import and export trade; high quality development; differences in

differences method
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