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The Reasonableness of Adding the Parallel Concept of Geographical Indications

CHEN Jiale

(Law School, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100084 , China)

Abstract : According to the current definition, geographical indications cannot convey accurate information to consumers, which harms consum-

er welfare, and cannot meet the need to include intangible cultural heritage in the scope of protection. The addition of a parallel concept with ge-

ographical indications can improve the accuracy of information conveyed by geographical indications, protect consumers”’ rights and interests, in-

crease consumers’ desire to purchase, promote the benign development of related industries, and also better serve the needs of different types of

products, services and intangible cultural heritage protection. Moreever, increasing the degree of distinction should be emphasized between par-

allel concepts, with the protection of trademarks in the Trademark Law as the reference bottom line.

Keywords: geographical indications;parallel concepts;transmission of information;cultural heritage

157



